
Rutgers Univ 
(RU) 

New Jersey, USA 
Opened: 1766 
Size: 37,000 

Univ of Dodoma 
(UDOM) 

Dodoma, 
Tanzania 
Opened: 2007 
Size: 29,000 

History: 

●2014: Pres ident  of Tanzania  Dr. Kikwete  
vis its  Rutgers , proposes  TZ’s  firs t  
academic partnership with US univers ity, 
RU-UDOM MOU s igned 

● 2015: RU multidisciplinary team firs t 
vis its UDOM to meet & plan partnership 

● 2015-2018: Collabora tive  projects begin, 
Peace  Corps  GHSP faculty present a t  
UDOM, he lp support connection 

● 2018: Rutgers Globa l Hea lth Ins titute 
formed, UDOM Dean Kibus i vis its RU 

Future Visions: 

Interested to learn more or get involved? 
Contact: jane lle .billig@rutgers .edu 
Asante (thank you) to UDOM team for use of pictures & Arden 

Kitomari for MOU pictures 

Rutgers -University of Dodoma Partnership: 
Past Reflections & Future Visions 

Janelle Billig, MD1,2 

1Department of Family Medicine & Community Health, Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, Piscataway, NJ 08854 
2Former Visiting Faculty, University of Dodoma, School of Medicine & Dentistry 

School of Nursing 
● Yearly RU s tudy abroad 

trip 2016-present, faculty-
led gues t workshops 

School of Public 
Health 
● Combined MPH Summer 

Course  in TZ - 2019 

Dept of Nutritional 
Science 
● Co-deve loped UDOM 

Diploma in Nutrition 
program, opened 2019 

My involvement 
● @UDOM via  GHSP 

‘16-18 
○ IM & Peds  teaching 
○ E-learning project 
○ Skills Lab & HBB 

(Neonata l  
Resuscita tion) 

● @RU 2019-present 
○ UDOM Virtua l 

teaching & vis its 

Past & Present Activities: 

Launch Medical School 
Collaboration 
● Medica l Educa tion Support 

○ E-learning Technology 
● Faculty Deve lopment 

○ Tutoria l Ass is tant 
Exchange /Mentoring 

Other Opportunities & Ideas 
● Enhance equity & sus ta inable impact of 

a ll RU-UDOM partnership activities 
● Bi-directional pos t-gradua te medica l 

vis iting rota tions 
● Research partnerships 

Successes & 
Strengths 
● Multidisciplinary 
● 10+ yrs longevity of 

re la tionship 
● Rutgers his tory, s ize  & 

resources 
● UDOM s till young, 

open for new 
collabora tions  and 
innova tions 

Challenges: 
● Momentum s lowed 

during & afte r COVID 
● Mostly unidirectional 

with Americans  vis iting 
TZ, limited 
opportunities  for TZ 
vis its  to US 

● Lack of dedica ted 
funding 

Dr. Kikwete MOU Signing 

Dr. Kibusi 
(UDOM) & Dr. 
Willard (RU) 

Dr. Billig, Dr. Nyundo 
(UDOM) & Dr. Lin (RU) 

UDOM Faculty E-
Learning Training 

UDOM 
HBB Training 

UDOM HBB Student Trainers 

UDOM Resident 
ECG Workshop 
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