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OVERALL EDUCATIONAL GOAL: 
To improve second year medical students’ fluency and level of comfort in obtaining a history and performing aspects of a 
physical exam with Spanish speaking patients. 
This course will run concurrently with M2 systems-based blocks to practice history taking and physical exam skills 
relevant to each block. 

 

OBJECTIVES 

I. Patient care 
Through improved Spanish fluency and increased comfort and confidence speaking Spanish, students will be able 
to better care for Spanish speaking patients. 

 

II. Medical knowledge 
The same history taking and physical exam skills that are taught in the M1 curriculum and practiced in the M2 
curriculum will be practiced in Spanish. During each session, students will practice using Spanish to 
discuss commonly encountered medical and cultural issues relevant to the systems-based block they are taking in 
the M2 curriculum. 

 

III. Practice-based learning and improvement 
Students will work in small groups or pairs to simulate patient encounters. Students will learn to advocate for the 
use of a certified interpreter if a patient encounter exceeds their Spanish proficiency level. 

 

IV. Interpersonal and communication skills 
Through repeated practice using Spanish in patient encounters, students will improve their ability to aid in an 
effective exchange of information between the patient and physician. Students will gain confidence and comfort in 
speaking with a patient and his or her family in Spanish. 

 

V. Professionalism 
Students will practice speaking to patients about cultural beliefs and health practices unique to the Spanish- 
speaking community in a respectful way. 

 

VI. Systems-based Practice 
The course will help students facilitate more effective communication between Spanish speaking patients and an 

English speaking medical team. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES 

During each block of the M2 year, as students practice history taking and physical exam skills relevant to the class they 
are in, there will be one session of this course. 
Before each session, students will have access to resources providing an outline of the system-specific history and 
physical exam in Spanish. The resources will be based on RWJMS Patient Centered Medicine resources. During each 
session, students will work in pairs or groups of three to simulate patient encounters taking place entirely in Spanish. 
The emphasis of each session is for students to practice their Spanish language skills and gain confidence in using their 
Spanish to perform a targeted history and physical exam related to the system they are studying. 

 

METHOD OF EVALUATION 

Students must attend 6 of the 8 sessions throughout the year to achieve transcript notation. 


